Scheduled Itinerary
Subject to Change

LISTENING
TO THE CALL
OF THE

G R E AT
SPIRIT
Facing 400
Years
of
Colonization

“Listening to the Call of the Great Spirit Walk”
leaving New England Peace Pagoda
2019

Peace Walk

The year 2020 marked the 400th
commemoration of the landing of the
Mayflower in Plymouth. An official State/
National/International observance was
planned, but was postponed in 2020 due to
Covid. In 2021, a scaled-back version was
held, but did not arouse significant interest.
“Civilization is not about installing electric lights,
having airplanes or producing nuclear weapons.
What defines civilization in its entirety? It is
people not killing; not destroying; not waging war.
It is about people holding one another in mutual
affection and respect. There is nothing else that
defines a viable human civilization. The foundation
for these conditions in our communal life is not to
be found in enactment of laws or in institutions,
but in spiritual and religious faith that nurtures
tenderness and integrity in our hearts.”
- Most Ven Nichidatsu Fujii, 1950.
Founder and Teacher of Nipponzan Myohoji
Buddhist Order

WALKING INTO THE FUTURE
Schedule details will be posted daily on the Peace Pagoda website during walk

www.newenglandpeacepagoda.org

For more information contact Tim Bullock
413-485-8469
walk4anewspring@gmail.com

September 11 - 24, 2022
Maine, Mass, RI, Conn

This walk is initiated by the New England Peace Pagoda

Why We Walk - A Peace Pagoda supporter
had encouraged us in 2015 to walk the untold
history of the colonization of Indigenous Nations
and Peoples and their sacred lands in the region
which came to be named “New England.” He
hoped the walking would help to open up more
deep learning of the Truth of this history,, so
long unspoken. In 2016, we began walking and
learning some of this history, going to major
massacre sites, and also places of great
significance for Native People. As we continued
to walk yearly, we began to realize how violent
and omnivorous this intention of conquest turned
out to be. In the early stages, the Wampanoag
Massasoit Ousemeequin attempted to establish
reciprocal relationships of respect and peace.
With few exceptions, the colonizing settlers
could not comprehend the spiritually-based ways
of the Indigenous.
As aggression for land
ownership grew, Native People found
themselves considered foreigners on their
sacred, beloved and beautiful lands. The ways
of sacred kinship, the daily life, the language,
their lives…all came under severe and
unrelenting attack.

As We Walk This Prayer Walk:

No Native Nation or Peoples was spared colonization, but it
was here in New England that original seeds of nationbuilding in the name of Western ideas of “freedom” and
“democracy” was begun in earnest. One of our monks used
to say, “When you plant a thorn bush, you get a thorn bush;
when you plant a sweet strawberry, a strawberry grows.”
Today’s multiple and grave crises are quite a thicket of
extremely dangerous thorn bushes!
Life itself is
unquestionably in the balance.

